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(57) ABSTRACT

One of two replaceable components is selectively detachably
attached to an apparatus. A first component includes first
information that includes first lifetime indicative of a lifetime
of'the first component and is used for managing usage of the
first component. A second component includes second infor-
mation for managing usage of the second component. A con-
troller determines, based on one of the first and second life-
times, whether the apparatus should operate. The controller
drives the apparatus to operate based on the first lifetime if a
read/write section successfully reads the first lifetime from
one of the first and second components that has been attached
to the apparatus. The controller drives the apparatus to oper-
ate based on the second lifetime if the read/write section fails
to read the first lifetime from one of the first and second
components that has been attached to the apparatus.
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1
ELECTRONIC APPARATUS AND IMAGE
FORMING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an electronic apparatus and
an image forming apparatus, and more particularly to a tech-
nology that facilitates management of replaceable parts with
different lifetimes.

2 . Description of the Related Art

Existing image forming apparatuses including copying
machines, facsimile machines, and printers incorporate
replaceable parts detachably attached to the body of the
image forming apparatus. The replaceable parts include, for
example, print engines and developer material cartridges
attached to the print engine of the image forming apparatus.
The developer material cartridges have a relatively short life-
time and supplies developer materials to the corresponding
print engines. Each replaceable part incorporates a memory
tag as a memory that stores items of information about a
corresponding print engine, the lifetime of a corresponding
developer material cartridge, or the type of the replaceable
part.

The memory tag is checked to determine whether the
replaceable part is acceptable to the image forming apparatus.
Ifthe replaceable part is not acceptable, then an alarm section
indicates to the user that the replaceable part is not acceptable.
Especially, a particular value of lifetime is selected at the time
of design for ensuring printed image quality, and the image
forming apparatus makes a decision to determine whether the
replaceable part has reached the end of its usable lifetime,
before the replaceable part is actually replaced.

Conventional electronic apparatuses including an image
forming apparatus suffer from the following drawbacks.

Some users may want to print, even with a somewhat
deteriorated print quality, a number of pages exceeding a
predetermined maximum number of pages below which
printing can be performed with good print quality.

The lifetime of a print engine varies depending on the
operating conditions including the type of paper on which the
print engine prints. In other words, the number of pages that
can be printed with good print quality varies depending on the
operating conditions, and therefore the lifetime of the print
engine needs to be managed according to the operating con-
ditions.

Replaceable parts including print engines, developer mate-
rial cartridges, and the like usually have different lifetimes.
Therefore, the lifetime of replaceable parts needs to be man-
aged on the basis of the number of combinations of the
replaceable parts, the lifetime ofthe replaceable parts, and the
operating conditions under which the replaceable parts oper-
ate. This, however, leads to complicated management of
replaceable parts.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention was made in view of the aforemen-
tioned drawbacks.

An object of the invention is to provide an electronic appa-
ratus, an image forming apparatus and a replaceable part
managing system that facilitate management of replaceable
parts according to combinations of the replaceable parts hav-
ing different lifetimes and the conditions of usage of the
replaceable parts that affect the useable lifetimes of the
replaceable parts.
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2

An electronic apparatus includes a body and replaceable
components detachably attached to the body. One of a first
replaceable component and a second replaceable component
is selectively detachably attached to the body. The first
replaceable component includes first management informa-
tion for managing usage of the first replaceable component.
The first management information includes at least a first item
of lifetime information indicative of a lifetime of the first
replaceable component. The second replaceable component
includes second management information for managing
usage of the second replaceable component. A memory stores
a second item of lifetime information. An information read/
write section is configured to read the first item of lifetime
information from one of the first replaceable component and
the second replaceable component that has been attached to
the body. A controller is configured to make a decision to
determine whether the electronic apparatus should operate,
the decision being made based on one of the first item of
lifetime information and the second item of lifetime informa-
tion. The controller drives the electronic apparatus to operate
based on the first item of lifetime information if the read/write
section successfully reads the first item of lifetime informa-
tion from one of the first replaceable component and the
second replaceable component that has been attached to the
body. The controller drives the electronic apparatus to operate
based on the second item of lifetime information if the read/
write section fails to read the first item of lifetime information
from one of the first replaceable component and the second
replaceable component that has been attached to the body.

A replaceable component configured to be detachably
attached to an apparatus, includes a memory tag. The memory
tag includes a lifetime storing area defined in the memory tag
and storing an item of lifetime information of the replaceable
component, and a usage history storing area defined in the
memory tag and storing an item of usage information. When
the apparatus fails to read the item of lifetime information
from the lifetime storing area, the apparatus writes a first item
of usage information into the usage history storing area.
When the apparatus successfully reads the item of lifetime
information from the lifetime storing area, the apparatus
writes a second item of usage information into the usage
history storing area.

Further scope of applicability of the present invention will
become apparent from the detailed description given herein-
after. However, it should be understood that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating preferred
embodiments of the invention, are given by way ofillustration
only, since various changes and modifications within the
scope of the invention will become apparent to those skilled in
the art from this detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will become more fully understood
from the detailed description given hereinbelow and the
accompanying drawings which are given by way of illustra-
tion only, and thus are not limiting the present invention, and
wherein:

FIG. 1is a cross-sectional view of an image forming appa-
ratus according to a first embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of
the image forming apparatus shown in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate examples of items of information
stored in the memory tags and EEPROM;
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FIGS. 4A-4B are a flowchart illustrating the operation of
the image forming apparatus from power-up to when the
image forming apparatus becomes ready to perform a print-
ing operation of a print job.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the outline of an
image forming apparatus according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 6A illustrates an example of information held in the
EEPROM when ordinary paper is used;

FIG. 6B illustrates an example of information held in the
EEPROM when special paper is used; and

FIGS. 7A-7B are a flowchart illustrating the operation of
the image forming apparatus according to the second embodi-
ment, from power-up to when the image forming apparatus
becomes ready to perform a printing operation of a print job.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention will be described in detail with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. It will be understood
that it is not intended to limit the invention to the drawings.
First Embodiment
{Configuration}

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of an image forming appa-
ratus 1 according to a first embodiment of the invention.

The image forming apparatus 1 is, for example, a color
printer that prints a color image on a recording medium 3,
e.g., paper, and includes a chassis 1a and a top cover 15
configured to open and close relative to the chassis 1a.

A medium holding section 2, which holds a stack of record-
ing medium 3 therein, is located at a lower portion of the
image forming apparatus 1. A feed roller 4 is disposed at the
medium holding section 2 closer to a pair of registry rollers 5a
and 54, and feeds the recording medium 3 on a sheet-by-sheet
basis towards the registry rollers 5a and 54, which in turn
transport the recording medium 3 to a transport belt 6. The
transport belt 6 is disposed about a drive roller 6a and a driven
roller 64, and is driven to run in such a direction as to transport
the recording medium 3 from upstream to downstream of a
transport path. A plurality of drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C
as print engines are located over the transport belt 6 along the
transport path. Each drum unit incorporates a photoconduc-
tive drum whose surface is covered with a photoconductive
material.

The drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C includes a black drum
unit 7K, a yellow drum unit 7Y, a magenta drum unit 7M, and
a cyan drum unit 7C, which are all replaceable components.
Each drum unit functions as a developing unit, and includes a
toner cartridge as a developer material cartridge detachably
attached thereto. The drum units are detachably attached to
the image forming apparatus 1. The drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M,
and 7C each include a black photoconductive drum 8K, a
yellow photoconductive drum 8Y, a magenta photoconduc-
tive drum 8M, and a cyan photoconductive drum 8C. The
photoconductive drums 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C receive high
voltages from high voltage power supplies (not shown) so that
the surface of the photoconductive drum is charged to a high
potential. The drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C also include a
black LED (light emitting diode) head 9K, a yellow LED head
9Y, a magenta LED head 9M, and a cyan LED head 9C,
respectively.

A black transfer roller 11K, a yellow transfer roller 11Y, a
magenta transfer roller 11M, and a cyan transfer roller 11C
face the photoconductive drums 8K, 8Y, 8M, and 8C, respec-
tively, and are disposed with the transport belt 6 sandwiched
between the transfer belt 6 and the respective photoconduc-
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4

tive drums 8K, 8Y, 8M, and 8C. Each transfer roller transfers
a toner image of a corresponding color onto the recording
medium 3.

Each of the LED heads 9K, 9Y, 9M, and 9C is attached to
a corresponding holder detachably mounted on the top cover
15. The LED heads receive the print data from another section
of the image forming apparatus 1 via cables. Upon reception
of print data, each LED head illuminates the charged surface
of'a corresponding one of the photoconductive drums 8K, 8Y,
8M, and 8C. The high voltage power supply, LED head,
photoconductive drum, and transfer roller cooperate with one
another to perform an electrophotographic process: charging
the surface of the photoconductive drum, forming an electro-
static latent image on the charged surface of the photocon-
ductive drum, developing the electrostatic latent image into a
toner image, and transferring the toner image onto the record-
ing medium 3.

Once the top cover 15 has been closed, the LED heads are
positioned very close to the charged surfaces of the corre-
sponding photoconductive drums, so that the LED heads are
ready to illuminate the charged surfaces to form an electro-
static latent image.

A black memory tag 10K, yellow memory tag 10Y,
magenta memory tag 10M, and cyan memory tag 10C are
attached to the upper portions of the corresponding drum
units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C, respectively. Each memory tag
includes a tag chip that incorporates a non-volatile memory
therein and a board having an antenna pattern formed thereon,
and is attached to the upper portion of the drum unit. Each
memory tag stores management information for a corre-
sponding drum unit.

A fixing section 12 is located immediately downstream of
the transport belt 6, and fixes the toner image on the recording
medium 3 by heat and pressure when the recording medium 3
passes through a fixing point defined in the fixing section 12.
A pair of discharge rollers 13a and 136 and a pair of another
discharger rollers 14a and 145 are located downstream of the
fixing section 12, and cooperate with each other to discharge
the recording medium 3 onto a stacker 15 after fixing.

A human interface 16 is disposed on a side surface of the
image forming apparatus 1, and is connected to the main
controller (not shown) via a cable. The human interface 16
includes a circuit board on which a liquid crystal display and
a variety of switches are mounted. The human interface 16
displays the status of the image forming apparatus, and
receives commands from a user. The liquid display is a panel
display having a screen of a 24 by 2 matrix for displaying
characters, i.e., 2 rows each of which has 24 characters.

The image forming apparatus 1 incorporates an RF read/
write controller 17 therein which controls read/write opera-
tions of the management information of the memory tag 10.
The RF read/write controller 17 communicates with a black
antenna section 18K, yellow antenna section 18Y, a magenta
antenna section 18M, and a cyan antenna section 18C located
in the vicinity of the respective memory tags, via high fre-
quency cables.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating the configuration of
the image forming apparatus shown in FIG. 1.

The RF read/write controller 17 supplies electric power to
the memory tags via the antenna sections, and controls the
read/write operations of the information into and out of the
respective memory chips. The RF read/write controller 17
also communicates with a main controller 19 via a signal line.

The main controller 19 performs the overall control of the
image forming apparatus 1 under control of a control pro-
gram.
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The main controller 19 includes a non-volatile memory,
e.g., electrically erasable programmable ROM (EEPROM)
20, a lifetime determining section 21 and a drum usage count-
ing section 22. The RRPROM 20 stores a variety of items of
management information required for controlling the image
forming apparatus 1. The lifetime determining section 21
reads the items of management information from the memory
tag and the EEPROM 20, and then compares them, thereby
selecting an appropriate lifetime management of the drum
unit based on the comparison results. The drum usage count-
ing section 22 counts the number of rotations of the drum unit
when the drum is driven in rotation during a printing opera-
tion and a correction operation.

The main controller 19 communicates with the human
interface 16 and a print engine 23 via an input/output port.
The print engine 23 includes actuators (not shown) for trans-
porting and discharging the recording medium 3, sensors that
detect a variety of statuses of the image forming apparatus 1,
a high voltage power supply, and performs a variety of func-
tions including temperature control of the fixing section 12.

Referring to FIG. 2, a replaceable component management
system includes the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C, memory
tags 10K, 10Y, 10M, and 10C, and RF read/write controller
17. The RF read/write controller 17 includes the antenna
sections 18K, 18Y, 18M, and 18C, and a main controller 19.
The main controller 19 includes the EEPROM 20, the lifetime
determining section 21, and the drum usage counting section
22.

FIGS. 3A-3C illustrate examples of items of information
stored in the memory tags 10a and 105 and EEPROM 20.
FIG. 3A illustrates exemplary items of information stored in
the memory tag 10a of a general purpose drum unit. FIG. 3B
illustrates exemplary items of information stored in the
memory tag 105 of a long lifetime drum unit. FIG. 3C illus-
trates exemplary items of information stored in the EEPROM
20.

The memory tags 10a and 106 store, for example, destina-
tion information, maximum lifetime, the number of drum
rotations, the end-of-lifetime of drum, and color information.
The destination information specifies the destination of drum
unit: domestic market, foreign market, and the like. The maxi-
mum lifetime is a value or reference value used for determin-
ing whether the drum unit has reached the end of its usable
lifetime. The maximum lifetime is expressed in terms of the
maximum cumulative number of printed pages when printing
is performed on recording media (e.g., A4 size paper). The
drum unit can be used up to the maximum lifetime with good
print quality, and cannot be used beyond this reference value
with good print quality. The memory tag is of two types: the
memory tag 10a for the general purpose drum unit and the
memory tag 105 for the long lifetime drum unit. The memory
tag 10a does not store the maximum lifetime information
therein.

The number of drum rotations represents an actual cumu-
lative usage of the drum unit, e.g., the cumulative number of
printed A4 size recording medium. The drum usage counting
section 22 counts the cumulative number of printed pages
every time printing is performed, so that the values of the
maximum lifetime held in the memory tag 105 and EEPROM
20 are updated. The end-of-lifetime of the drum held in the
memory tags 10a and 105 is set to “1” when the cumulative
usage of the drum unit exceeds a value or the number, i.e., the
number of printed pages below which a good print quality is
ensured. The color information indicates the colors of devel-
oper material: black (K), yellow (Y), magenta (M), and cyan

(©).
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The EEPROM 18 stores a variety of items of information
including the destination information, the maximum lifetime,
the number of drum rotations, and type information. The type
information is used to determine whether the image forming
apparatus 1 accepts the long lifetime drum unit. The type n
information “0” indicates that the image forming apparatus 1
accepts only the general purpose drum unit. The type infor-
mation “1” indicates that the image forming apparatus 1
accepts either of the general purpose drum unit and the long
lifetime drum unit. The items of information stored in the
EEPROM 18 are used in activating the printing operation of
the image forming apparatus 1.

{Operation}

A description will be given of the overall operation of the
image forming apparatus 1.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the image forming apparatus 1
receives print data written in a page description language
(PDL) from external equipment (not shown) via a host inter-
face. The received print data is then rendered into bit map data
(image data) before being sent to the print engine 23.

When a user commands to print from the human interface
16, the main controller 19 drives the print engine 23 to initiate
printing.

The feed roller 4 feeds the recording medium 3 held in the
medium holding section 2 into the transport path. The record-
ing medium 3 is then transported by the registry rollers 5a and
5b onto the transport belt 6 in timed relationship with elec-
trophotographic image formation. Toner images of the
respective colors are formed on the photoconductive drums
8K, 8Y, 8M, and 8C of the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C,
respectively, by an electrophotographic image forming pro-
cess. Specifically, the LED head 9K, 9Y, 9M, and 9C illumi-
nate the charged surfaces of the photoconductive drums 8K,
8Y, 8M, and 8C in accordance with the bit map data for
corresponding colors, thereby forming electrostatic latent
images for the respective colors on the surfaces of the corre-
sponding photoconductive drums 8K, 8Y, 8M. The electro-
static latent images are developed with toners of correspond-
ing colors into toner images. The transfer rollers 11K, 11Y,
11M, and 11C receive high d-c voltages from corresponding
power supplies (not shown) so that the toner image is trans-
ferred onto the recording medium with the aid of a high
electric field between the photoconductive drum and the
transfer roller. The respective toner images are transferred
onto the recording medium 3 one over the other in registra-
tion. The recording medium 3 is then fed into the fixing
section 12 so that a full-color toner image is fixed into a
permanent image. The recording medium 3 is then trans-
ported by the pair of discharge rollers 13a¢ and 135 and
another pair of discharge rollers and 14a and 1454 onto the
stacker 15.

A description will now be given of the initial operation of
the image forming apparatus 1 after power-up.

Upon power-up, a check is made to determine whether the
drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C are acceptable to the image
forming apparatus 1. If any one of the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M,
and 7C is not accepted, the human interface 16 indicates to the
user that one of the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C is not
accepted. If all of the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C are
accepted, the image forming apparatus 1 enters the overall
operation described above.

The main controller 19 reads the destination information
from the memory tags 10 mounted on the respective drum
units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C and the destination information
from the RRPROM 20 in the main controller 19, and then
makes a decision whether these two items of destination
information are coincident. If they are coincident, then the
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operation continues. If they are not coincident, then the
human interface 16 indicates to the user that the two items of
destination information are not coincident. FIGS. 3A-3C
show an example of the destination information as a part of
stored information. If the items of destination information
held in the drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C and those held in
the EEPROM 20 are coincident, the lifetime determining
section 21 reads the maximum lifetime held in the memory
tag 10 and the maximum lifetime held in the EEPROM 20.

The maximum lifetime is a reference value used for deter-
mining whether the drum unit has reached the end of its
usable lifetime. For example, the maximum lifetime is
expressed in terms of the cumulative number of printed pages,
e.g., 30,000 pages, when continuous printing is performed on
an A4 size recording medium (e.g., A4 size ordinary paper).
The drum unit can be used up to this value with good print
quality, and cannot be used beyond this reference value which
good print quality. The lifetime determining section 21 in the
main controller 19 determines whether the drum unit has
reached the end of its usable lifetime. The drum usage count-
ing section 22 counts the number of rotations of the drum unit
driven in rotation, the counted number of rotations being used
to update the number of drum rotations held in the memory
tags 10 and EEPEROM 20. The number of drum rotations
indicates an actual usage of the drum unit, and is expressed in
terms of the number of printed, for example, A4 size paper.
Once a new, unused drum unit has been attached to the image
forming apparatus 1, the number of drum rotations held in the
EEPROM 20 is erased.

The main controller 19 reads the number of drum rotations
from each memory tag 10, and makes a decision to determine
whether the number of drum rotations has exceeded the maxi-
mum lifetime of 30,000 pages. A particular value of lifetime
is selected at the time of design for ensuring a good image
quality. The value is, for example, 30,000 pages irrespective
of'where the replaceable component is destined, and is stored
in the EEPROM 20.

However, the image forming apparatus 1 isused in a variety
of ways. Some users may want to print as many pages as
possible even at the cost of poor print quality. In order to
address such user’s demand, a few types of drum units are
available so that the user can select according to the manner in
which the replaceable component is used. The types of drum
units include, for example, a general purpose drum unit, and
along lifetime drum unit. The memory tag 10a for the general
purpose drum unit does not hold the lifetime information. The
memory tag 105 for the long lifetime drum unit holds the
maximum lifetime of, for example, 50000 pages (see FIGS.
3B) for the ordinary paper.

The general purpose drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C each
have the memory tag 10a that does not hold the maximum
lifetime therein. Thus, if the general purpose drum units 7K,
7Y, 7M, and 7C have been attached to the image forming
apparatus 1, the maximum lifetime is not read from the
memory tags 10a. Instead, the lifetime is managed based on
the lifetime of 30,000 pages stored in the EEPROM 20. If'the
long lifetime drum units have been attached to the image
forming apparatus 1, then the lifetimes is managed based on
the lifetime of 50,000 pages.

A print medium having a rough surface tends to damage the
surface of the photoconductive drum. Therefore, the users
who use such a print medium are restricted in the maximum
lifetime, and the EEPROM 20 holds a shorter maximum
lifetime, e.g., 15,000 pages for ordinary paper, so that the
lifetime of the drum unit is managed based on the maximum
lifetime of 15,000 pages. The maximum lifetime is set
according to destination.

40

45

8

If the long lifetime drum unit is used, the maximum life-
time of 50,000 pages is read from the memory tag 1056 of the
long lifetime drum unit, so that the lifetime is managed based
on the maximum lifetime of 50,000 pages for both ordinary
paper and special paper having a rougher surface than the
ordinary paper. This may cause damage to the photoconduc-
tive drum of the long lifetime drum unit if printing is per-
formed more often on the special paper than on the ordinary
paper. In order to address this problem, the EEPROM 20
holds the type information therein, the content of the type
information “0” indicating the general purpose drum unit and
the content of the type information “1” indicating the long
lifetime drum unit. The main controller 19 makes a decision
to determine whether the image forming apparatus accepts
the general purpose drum unit or the long lifetime drum unit.
If the type information is “0,” the image forming apparatus 1
accepts the general purpose drum unit only. If the type infor-
mation is “1,” the image forming apparatus 1 accepts either of
the general purpose drum unit and the long lifetime drum unit.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are a flowchart illustrating the operation
of the image forming apparatus from power-up to when the
image forming apparatus becomes ready to perform a print-
ing operation of a print job.

Four drum units 7K, 7Y, 7M, and 7C for black, yellow,
magenta, and cyan images, respectively, are attached to the
image forming apparatus 1. Each of the drum units 7K, 7Y,
7M, and 7C may be substantially identical; for simplicity only
the operation of the drum unit 7K for forming black images
will be described, it being understood that the other drum
units 7Y, 7M, and 7C may work in a similar fashion.

Upon power-up, the main controller 19 checks whether the
cover (not shown) has been opened or closed (S1). Upon
detection of closing of the cover, the program proceeds to S2.

At S2, the main controller 19 reads the type information
from the EEPROM 20. If the content of the type information
is “1,” the program proceeds to S3; if the content of the type
information is “0,” the program proceeds to S13. At S3, the
RF read/write controller 17 reads the destination information
from the memory tag of one of the general purpose drum unit
and the long lifetime drum unit that has been attached to the
image forming apparatus, and then proceeds to S4. At S4, the
main controller 19 reads the destination information from the
EEPROM 20 and the proceeds to S5.

At S5, the main controller 19 compares the destination
information read from the memory tag 10a and 105 with the
destination information read from the EEPROM 20. If the two
items of destination information are coincident (YES at S5),
the program proceeds to S6; if they are not coincident (NO at
S5), the main controller 19 causes the human interface 16 to
display to the user that the two items of destination informa-
tion are not coincident.

At S6, the main controller 19 reads the maximum lifetime
from the memory tag of one of the general purpose drum unit
and the long lifetime drum unit that has been attached to the
image forming apparatus, and then the program proceeds to
S7. At S7, if the main controller 19 reads the maximum
lifetime successtully (YES at S7), then the program proceeds
to S9. At S8, the main controller 19 starts the management of
the lifetime of the drum unit, and the program proceeds to
S11. At S9, the main controller 19 reads the maximum life-
time from the EEPROM 20, and the program proceeds to S10.
At S10, the main controller 19 starts management of the
lifetime of the drum unit based on the lifetime read from the
EEPROM 20. At S11, if the lifetime determining section 21
determines that the value counted by the drum usage counting
section 22 has not reached the reference, the printing opera-
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tion of the image forming apparatus 1 is activated. This com-
pletes the initial operation of the image forming apparatus 1.

Since the image forming apparatus does not accept the long
lifetime drum unit at S13, the main controller 19 reads the
destination information from the memory tag of one of the
general purpose drum unit and the long lifetime drum unit that
has been attached to the image forming apparatus via the RF
read/write controller 17, and then the program proceeds to
S14. At S14, the main controller 19 reads the destination
information from the EEPROM 20, and then the program
proceeds to S15.

At S15, the main controller 19 compares the destination
information read from the memory tag of one of the general
purpose drum unit and the long lifetime drum unit that has
been attached to the image forming apparatus with the desti-
nation information read from the EEPROM 20. If the two
items of destination information are coincident (YES at S15),
the program proceeds to S16; if NO (NO at S15), the program
proceeds to S19. At S19, the main controller 19 causes the
human interface 16 to display to the user that the two items of
destination information are not coincident. The main control-
ler 19 does not activate the printing operation of the image
forming apparatus 1, terminating the initial operation.

At 816, the main controller 19 reads the maximum lifetime
from the EEPROM 20, and then the program proceeds to S17.
At S18, the main controller 19 starts the management of the
lifetime of the drum unit based on the maximum lifetime read
from the EEPROM 20, and then the program proceeds to S18.
At S18, if the lifetime determining section 21 determines that
the value counted by the drum usage counting section 22 has
not reached the reference, the printing operation of the image
forming apparatus 1 is activated. This completes the initial
operation of the image forming apparatus 1.

When the user operates the human interface 16, the main
controller 19 performs a corresponding operation such as
formation of image on the recording medium 3.

The first embodiment provides the following effects.

The main controller 19 reads the type information from the
EEPROM 20, and performs different initial operations
depending on whether the type information is “1” or “0. This
facilitates management of the drum unit according to condi-
tions under which the image forming apparatus 1 is used.

The main controller 19 reads items of the destination infor-
mation from the memory 10 and the EEOROM 20, and makes
adecision to determine whether the items of destination infor-
mation are coincident. The main controller then performs
different initial operations depending on the determination.
This facilitates management of the drum units according to
destination.

The type of initial operation is selected depending on
whether the main controller successtully reads the maximum
lifetime from the memory tag 10a or 105 . This facilitates
management of the drum units according to the type of drum
unit: general purpose drum unit and long lifetime drum unit.
Second Embodiment
{Configuration}

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating the outline of an
image forming apparatus 1A according to a second embodi-
ment. Elements similar to those of the first embodiment have
been given the same reference numerals.

The image forming apparatus 1A includes a human inter-
face 16, an RF read/write controller 17, antenna sections 18K,
18Y, 18M, and 18C, a print engine 23, and a main controller
19A. The main controller 19A differs from the main control-
ler 19 in configuration and function.

The main controller 19A includes a lifetime determining
section 21, a drum usage counting section 22, a drum rotation
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calculating section 24, and an EEPROM 20A. The second
embodiment differs from the first embodiment in that the
drum rotations calculating section 24 is employed and the
EEPROM 20A holds alifetime coefficient N in addition to all
the items of information held in the EEPROM 20 of the first
embodiment. The drum rotation calculating section 24 mul-
tiples the number of drum rotations held in the EEPROM 20A
by the lifetime coefficient N, thereby outputting the result as
a new lifetime. The remaining portion of the configuration is
the same as that of the first embodiment.

FIG. 6A illustrates an example of information held in the
EEPROM 20A when ordinary paper is used, and FIG. 6B
illustrates an example of information held in the EEPROM
20A when special paper is used.

FIG. 6A shows the lifetime (e.g., 30,000 pages) and the
lifetime coefficient N=1 for the ordinary paper while FIG. 6B
shows the lifetime (e.g., 15,000 pages) and the lifetime coef-
ficient N=0.5 for the special paper.

{Operation}

The image forming apparatus 1A may be used in a variety
of ways. Some users may want to use a replaceable compo-
nent that is capable of printing as many pages as possible or is
usable for as long a time as possible, even at the cost of poor
print quality. In order to meet such user’s demands, a few
types of drum units are available, e.g., general purpose drum
unit 7a and long lifetime drum unit 75, so that the user can
select an appropriate drum unit according to the manner in
which the replaceable component is used. The general pur-
pose drum unit 7a has a memory tag 10q that does not store
the lifetime information therein while the long lifetime drum
unit 75 has a memory tag 105 that stores the maximum life-
time of, for example, 50,000 pages therein. The main control-
ler 19A reads the maximum lifetime from the memory tag 105
and the EEPROM 20. When the general purpose drum unit 7a
is attached to the image forming apparatus 1A, the lifetime of
the drum unit is managed based on the maximum lifetime of
30,000 page held in the EEPROM 20. When the long lifetime
drum unit 754 is attached to the image forming apparatus 1A,
the lifetime is managed based on the maximum lifetime of
50,000 page held in the memory tag 105.

For the users who use the special paper having a rough
surface that tends to damage the drum surface, a relatively
short lifetime of 15,000 pages is stored in the EEPROM 20A,
thereby ensuring print quality.

If the long lifetime drum unit 75 is used, the maximum
lifetime of 50,000 pages is read from the memory tag 1056 of
the long lifetime drum unit 74, so that the lifetime is managed
based on the maximum lifetime of 50,000 pages. This may
cause damage to the photoconductive drum of the long life-
time drum unit 75 if printing is performed on the special paper
with a rough surface. In order to address this problem, the
EEPROM 20 holds the type information therein, type infor-
mation “0” indicating the general purpose drum unit and type
information “1” indicating the long lifetime drum unit, and
the main controller 19 makes a decision to determine whether
the image forming apparatus accepts the general purpose
drum unit or the long lifetime drum unit. If the type informa-
tion is “0,” the image forming apparatus 1 accepts the general
purpose drum unit only. If the type information is “1,” the
image forming apparatus 1 accept either of the general pur-
pose drum unit and the long lifetime drum unit.

As described above, the general purpose drum unit 7a is
acceptable to both the image forming apparatus 1A having a
lifetime 01 30,000 pages and the image forming apparatus 1A
having a lifetime of 15,000 pages. However, a problem may
arise is the following case.
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Assume that a drum unit having a lifetime of 30,000 pages
is attached to an image forming apparatus 1A having a life-
time 0f 30,000 pages, and has printed up to drum rotations of
15,000 pages. Thus, this drum unit still has a remaining life-
time of 15,000 pages. If this drum unit is attached to another
image forming apparatus 1A having a lifetime of 15,000
pages, the image forming apparatus 1A will determine that
the attached drum unit has reached the end of its usable
lifetime. In order to avoid such a problem, the EEPROM 20
stores the lifetime coefficient N. For the image forming appa-
ratus 1A that prints on the ordinary paper, the EEPROM 20
stores the maximum lifetime of 30,000 pages and the lifetime
coefficient of N=1 as shown in FIG. 6 A. For the image form-
ing apparatus 1A that prints on the special paper, the
EEPROM 20 stores the maximum lifetime of 15,000 pages
and the lifetime coefficient of N=0.5 as shown in FIG. 6A.

The main controller 19A reads the number of drum rota-
tions and the drum rotation calculating section 24 multiplies
the number of drum rotations by the lifetime coefficient N.
The resultant number of drum rotations is used to determine
whether the maximum lifetime has been reached. For
example, when an image forming apparatus 1A having a
lifetime of 15000 pages is used, if the EEPROM 20A and
memory tag 104 hold a current number of drum rotations of
5000 pages, the management of lifetime is performed based
on the value of 5000x0.5=2500 pages which is calculated by
the drum rotation calculating section 24. This calculated life-
time is a remaining lifetime of the drum unit.

FIGS. 7A-7B are a flowchart illustrating the operation of
the image forming apparatus from power-up to when the
image forming apparatus becomes ready to perform a print-
ing operation of a print job.

Steps similar to those shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B have been
given the same step numbers.

Upon power-up, the main controller 19 checks whether the
cover (not shown) has been opened or closed (S1). Steps
S1-S5 are the same as those in the first embodiment. At S5, the
main controller 19A reads the destination information from
the memory tag of one of the general purpose drum unit and
the long lifetime drum unit that has been attached to the image
forming apparatus. and the destination information from the
EEPROM 20A, and compares the two items of destination
information. If the two items of destination information are
coincident (YES at S5), the program proceeds to S21; if not
(NO at S5), the program proceeds to S12 where the main
controller 19A causes the human interface 16 to display a
message that the two items of destination information are not
coincident.

At S21, the main controller 19A reads the number of drum
rotations from the EEPROM 20 and the lifetime coefficient N,
and the drum rotation calculating section 24 multiplies the
number of drum rotations by the lifetime coefficient N before
the program proceeds to S6. Steps S6-S11 are the same as
those in the first embodiment. At S11, if the lifetime deter-
mining section 21 determines that the value counted by the
drum usage counting section 22 has not reached the reference
value, the main controller 19A activates a printing operation
of the image forming apparatus 1A.

At S2, the main controller 19A reads the type information
from the EEPROM 20A. If the type information is “1, ” then
the program proceeds to S3. If the type information is “0,”
then the program proceeds to S13. Steps S13-S15 are the
same as those in the first embodiment.

At §815, the main controller 19A compares the destination
information read from the memory tag 10a or memory tag
105 with the destination information read from the EEPROM
20A. If the two items of destination are coincident (YES at
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S15), the program proceeds to S22; if not (NO at S15), the
program proceeds to S19 where the main controller 19A
causes the human interface 16 to display an error message that
the destination is improper. The image forming apparatus 1A
does not activate a printing operation.

At S22, the main controller 19A reads the number of drum
rotations from the EEPROM 20, and the drum rotation cal-
culating section 24 multiplies the number of drum rotations
by the lifetime coefficient N before the program proceeds to
S16. Steps S16-S18 are the same as those in the first embodi-
ment. At S17, the main controller 19A starts to manage the
lifetime using the lifetime calculated by the drum rotation
calculating section 24 as a reference value, and the program
proceeds to S18. At S18, ifthe lifetime determining section 21
determines that the value counted by the drum usage counting
section 22 has not reached the reference, the main controller
19A activates a printing operation of the image forming appa-
ratus 1A.

Subsequently, the main controller 19A performs predeter-
mined operations including image formation on the recording
medium 3 in accordance with the commands from the user via
the human interface 16.

The second embodiment provides the following effects.

The image forming apparatus 1A includes the main con-
troller 194 that includes the drum rotation calculating section
24, and the EEPROM 20A that holds the lifetime coefficient
N. The values of the lifetime in the memory tags 10a and 105
and the EEPROM 20A are updated based on the calculated
values of lifetime. This facilitates management of the drum
unit even when a drum unit is detached from one image
forming apparatus 1A to another image forming apparatus.
{Modification}

A variety of modifications may be made in addition to the
first and second embodiments. The following are exemplary
modifications.

The electronic apparatus according to the first and second
embodiments have been described in terms of the image
forming apparatuses 1 and 1A. However, the electronic appa-
ratus is not limited to the image forming apparatuses 1 and
1A. The invention may be applicable as long as an electronic
apparatus employs replaceable components having different
destinations, lifetimes and conditions under which the elec-
tronic apparatus is used.

The replaceable components of the first and second
embodiment have been described in terms of drum units 7K,
7Y, 7M, and 7C. The replaceable components are not limited
to the drum unit but may be any other apparatus as long as a
plurality of replaceable components with different lifetimes
are employed. Such apparatus include a color/monochrome
copying machine, a facsimile machine, a multi peripheral
printer (MFP), and the like.

The first and second embodiments have been described as
follows: The RF read/write controller 17 reads information
from and writes information into the memory tag via the
antenna sections 18K, 18Y, 18M, and 18C. However, the
information does not need to be communicated by wireless
communication. For example, the RF read/write controller 17
may be connected to the memory chips of the memory tag 10a
and 105 via connectors, and information may be read from
and written into the memory chips directly.

The invention being thus described, it will be obvious that
the same may be varied in many ways. Such variations are not
to be regarded as a departure from the scope of the invention,
and all such modifications as would be obvious to one skilled
in the art are intended to be included within the scope of the
following claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. An electronic apparatus comprising:

abody;

a replaceable component detachably attached to the body,
and including a first memory that stores information
about the replaceable component;

a second memory that is disposed within the body and
stores first lifetime information therein;

a reading section configured to read the information about
the replaceable component from the first memory; and

a controller configured to manage a lifetime of the replace-
able component,

wherein if the information about the replaceable compo-
nent that is successfully read by the reading section
includes second lifetime information that designates a
specified lifetime for the replaceable component, the
controller manages the lifetime of the replaceable com-
ponent in accordance with the second lifetime informa-
tion, and

wherein if the information about the replaceable part that is
successfully read by the reading section does notinclude
the second lifetime information, the controller manages
the lifetime of the replaceable component in accordance
with the first lifetime information.

2. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the first memory further stores destination information
indicative of a destination to which the replaceable compo-
nent should be shipped, wherein the reading section reads the
destination information, and wherein the controller controls
the electronic apparatus so that the electronic apparatus oper-
ates in accordance with the destination information read by
the reading section.

3. The electronic apparatus according to claim 2, wherein
the electronic apparatus is an electrophotographic image
forming apparatus; and

wherein the replaceable component is a drum unit of the
electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

4. The electronic apparatus according to claim 2, further
comprising a calculating section configured to calculate a
remaining life of the replaceable component based on a life-
time coefficient and one of the first lifetime information and
the second lifetime information when the replaceable com-
ponent has been attached to the body, and wherein the con-
troller controls the electronic apparatus in accordance with
the calculated remaining life.
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5. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the electronic apparatus is an electrophotographic image
forming apparatus; and

wherein the replaceable component is a drum unit of the

electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

6. The electronic apparatus according to claim 5, wherein
the controller writes a cumulative number of rotations of a
photoconductive drum, and the first lifetime information rep-
resents a first number of rotations of the photoconductive
drum and the second lifetime information represents a second
number of rotations of the photoelectric drum.

7. The electronic apparatus according to claim 6, wherein
the controller writes the cumulative number of rotations of the
photoconductive drum into the first memory and the second
memory during a printing operation of the electrophoto-
graphic image forming apparatus.

8. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1, wherein
the second memory further stores a lifetime coefficient
therein;

wherein the electronic apparatus further includes a calcu-

lating section configured to calculate a remaining life of
the replaceable component when the replaceable com-
ponent has been attached to the body, the calculation
being made based on the first lifetime information and
the lifetime coefficient; and

wherein the controller controls the electronic apparatus so

that the electronic apparatus operates based on the cal-
culated remaining life.

9. The electronic apparatus according to claim 8, wherein
the electronic apparatus is an electrophotographic image
forming apparatus; and

wherein the replaceable component is a drum unit of the

electrophotographic image forming apparatus.

10. The electronic apparatus according to claim 1 further
comprising a display unit;

wherein the first memory further stores first destination

information indicative of a destination to which the elec-
tronic apparatus should be shipped;

wherein the controller compares the first destination infor-

mation read from the first memory by the reading section
with second destination information stored in the second
memory; and

wherein if the first destination information and the second

destination do not coincide, the controller drives the
display unit to display an error message.
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